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Considering the serious drought conditions and altered fire regimes in the West, the unusual weather
events in the East such as Hurricane Sandy and the increase in flash flooding nationwide, land managers
need to be able to respond quickly to landscape-scale ecological changes with appropriate restoration
resources for all land ownerships across the United States. The National Seed Strategy provides a
coordinated approach for stabilization, rehabilitation, and restoration of public and private lands.
The Strategy outlines a plan that will help coordinate and focus diverse efforts toward achieving four
major goals: (1) Identify seed needs and ensure the reliable availability of genetically appropriate seed
reserves, (2) Identify research needs and conduct research to provide genetically appropriate seed
reserves and to improve technology for seed production and ecological restoration (3) Develop tools that
enable managers to make timely and informed seeding decisions for ecological restoration, and (4)
Develop strategies for internal and external communication. The Strategy provides a framework for
actively working between land managers and private industry to respond appropriately to disturbances
and other stressors that threaten important native plant communities and ecosystem services in the US.
Success on a national scale will be achieved through a coordinated nationwide network of networks,
including a network of native seed collectors, a network of seed researchers, a network of farmers and
growers, a network of nurseries and seed storage facilities to supply adequate quantities of appropriate
seed, and a network of restoration ecologists who know how to put the right seed in the right place at the
right time.
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